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Reactive oxygen species are important mediators of inflamma-
tory reactions, and major advances have been achieved in this field 
during the past few years. However, few researchers in dermatology 
have tried to elucidate the role of these agents in cutaneous inflam-
mation so far. A scientific meeting that brought together some of 
the most eminent experts in the field from basic sciences and a 
number of clinicians was therefore a much needed event. The pre-
sentations of this meeting have been summarized in the present 
volume. 
Cutaneous Melanoma: Status of Knowledge and Future Per-
spective. Edited by Umberto Veronesi, Natale Cascinelli, and 
Mario Santinami. Academic Press, London, 1987 (693 pp) 
This book is a series of papers from the First International Confer-
ence on Skin Melanoma, held in Venice in May of 1985. It is divided 
into eight parts covering biology, immunology, benign lesions, eti-
ology, pathology, clinical aspects, and the future. Each part has 5-20 
short papers, most with graphs, tables, references, and scientific 
data. In general, it is probably true that most investigators don't 
present their newest and latest work at international meetings, and 
much of the data presented here has already been reported in the 
literature, in peer-reviewed journals, and other forms in greater 
detail. As a broad review of the science of malignant melanoma up 
to 1985, however, the book is extremely valuable. One gets a global 
perspective of the problem of malignant melanoma and the types of 
investigations that are going on both in the laboratory and in the 
eli nic. There is little that is new that is not included in this volume, 
but in most instances one has to go back to the original source in the 
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The papers are grouped into major headings, including basic con-
cepts, photobiology, lipid peroxides, inflammation, superoxide dis-
mutases, and various other topics. Some of the contributions pro-
vide a broad overview of the subject matter, while others deal with 
very specific basic research or clinical issues. The quality of the 
chapters differs, with some thorough and well done and others 
scanty and superficial. The perusal of individual papers and the 
ready availability of extensive references should,however, provide a 
good basis for general as well as specific information in the field. 
The book may thus be a good starter for anybody who wants to get 
an insight into the role of reactive oxygen species in cutaneous 
pathology. 
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scientific literature to research the subject in depth. While a sum-
mary of a conference of this magnitude is extremely difficult, some 
overall perspective from the editors, other than the four-paragraph 
preface, would have been useful. As is common in such books, there 
is no index, making it difficult to trail any particular topic through-
out the many papers that are included. This is a book primarily for 
researchers and academics and will not be particularly useful to the 
practitioner. For investigators, it will be an invaluable source of 
basic information and references. The biggest problem is its late 
arrival on the scene. The conference was held almost 3 years ago, 
making much of the data already dated. The importance of books 
emanating from such conferences is directly related to how quickly 
they appear in print. Regardless, if you are working melanoma, you 
need a copy. 
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